Cholangiolocellular carcinoma of the liver: imaging findings.
Cholangiolocellular carcinoma (CLC) is a rare subtype of intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma as categorized according to the World Health Organization criteria. Recent study also revealed that CLC would originate from hepatic progenitor cells, which are liver-specific stem cells. We reviewed the imaging findings of CLCs, including those of intrahepatic metastases. Eight patients who underwent partial hepatectomy were included in this study. Images, including dynamic computed tomographic and magnetic resonance images, were reviewed. On arterial phase images, the lesions appeared as masses exhibiting early and complete enhancement or predominantly peripheral enhancement. Retention of the contrast media in the lesions was observed in half of the lesions. The metastatic nodules had indistinct borders and showed early enhancement along with delayed central enhancement. Although CLC with dense central fibrosis exhibits imaging features similar to those exhibited by intrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, early enhancement in most lesions with persistent delayed enhancement is one of the characteristic imaging findings of this rare tumor.